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Palatine News
Head’s Corner

Dear Parents and Carers

Unbelievably we are almost at the end of the autumn term and Christmas is
fast approaching! I do hope you enjoyed our Christmas celebration as
much as I did. The children were fabulous and rose to the challenge
exceptionally well; talking in front of such a huge audience, singing, dancing, walking to the stage and exploring Christmas in a wonderfully atmospheric venue. We all really enjoyed our celebration and thank the team
down at St Andrew's for hosting us year on year. It was wonderful to see so
many of you. Thank you for sharing in this very special whole school
community event. We also hope those of you who attended the Unique
hub celebration enjoyed a wonderful sensory experience including the snow!
It has been another busy half term. The children have worked fantastically hard and it has been
wonderful to see the progress they are making. I am so pleased to see their growing confidence,
their developing communication skills and their pride in what they are learning. There have been
some real highlights this term: One child has started to use a communication device and is now
talking nonstop! Another has attended school trips for the first time. Three sets of parents were able to
come to the Christmas concert who have never been able
to come before, because their children have found seeing
them at school events too challenging.
Another pupil who hated praise has been able to read his
story to me and be congratulated on it! These wonderful
individual steps have been rectified across the entire
school and it is a privilege to be part of your children’s
learning journeys.
Thank you to all of you who supported our Christmas Fair
on Friday, it was lovely to see so many of you there.
Staffing news
It is with much sadness that we say goodbye to Chloe
Thwaites who is taking on a new teaching role as an
education leader with Kew Gardens and Teagan Taylor
who is going back to working in the nursery sector. We
wish them every success in the future!
Thank you so much for all your support of everything that
we do at Palatine. Thanks especially to those of you who
attended the Christmas Fair on Friday evening where we
raised over £700. To repeat what I said last year I greatly
enjoy meeting you all at the end of the day, at parents’
evenings and at school events – we are blessed to
have such a wonderful community at Palatine!
Have a wonderful holiday.
Kindest regards
Catriona

Football Tournament
Dragonfly class went to the Paraplay day. This is a sports
event run by the students at Chichester university. All of
the children had the opportunity to try a range of new
sports and take part in fun games with other schools.
They had a great day and really enjoyed taking part in
everything!

Giraffe Class
Giraffe class listened to 'The Planets' by Gustav Holst
and then responded with fluorescent and glittery
paint.
Children worked collaboratively by adding to each
other's paintings and the results are amazing. They
had a fantastic time and all worked hard.
Well done Giraffes!

Life Skills Owls
Before half term we received a visit form Nanette and Di from
the Renaissance Women’s Institute who brought a gift of a
box of ’Life skills Owls’ for our children to help develop their
fine motor skills, including lacing and buttoning. The children
have had great fun playing and learning with this very kind
gift.
When the WI Ladies delivered the owls they were very impressed by the “wonderful atmosphere” in school and were
pleased to see that the children were “obviously happy, stimulated and motivated.”
The ladies also complimented the staff on their “Inspirational
and tremendously caring attitude towards the teaching of
the children at Palatine School.”
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Hayden’s Logo !
Hayden did some work discussing what logos
are and wanted to design his own for Palatine.
He wrote a few words to go with the logo he
has designed, describing the children in his design:
“The children in Palatine School are happy that
this is the Palatine logo.”
A brilliant design, full of happy faces — great
work Hayden!

Bumblebees and Ducklings
The children in Bumblebees and Ducklings
classes talked about the importance of
keeping safe on bonfire night
They enjoyed exploring a range of hats,
gloves scarves and coats and explored
different clothing that would keep us warm in
the winter.
The children enjoyed a snack of hotdogs and
hot chocolate before watching the fireworks
on the interactive whiteboard.

Divali Celebrations
The pupils in Bumblebee class visited Haskins
garden centre as part of their celebrations for
Divali.
They enjoyed looking at all of the beautiful
lights.

Children In Need
The children enjoyed counting all the very kind
donations for Children In Need, and made the
coins in the shape of Pudsey! We happy to say
that the day raised £352.47!
.
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Please ensure that
you inform the school
office of any
changes to

.

Star pupil!
Harlan Rayner, from Flamingo
class needs to have eye drops
every day.

medication and
permissions for
Paracetamol and
Anti-histamine
administration
Thank you.

He lays very calm and still each
day to have his drops, without
flinching!
The best eye drop pupil at
Palatine !

