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Dear Parents and Carers
Unbelievably the last half
term of the year has
arrived! The children
continue to be engaged
in a wide variety of
exciting learning
opportunities.
Most notably some of our
younger children

explored and ‘dissected’
fish with great enthusiasm
earlier this term – the
focus with which they
pursued this was
amazing! Some of our
older children have been
creating characters
through their secret
garden topic and it has
been wonderful to see
increasing creativity and
depth in their writing and
storytelling through this
work.
Over the last few weeks
two year six groups have
also been on residential
to Foxlease where they
were able to complete a
number of outward
bound activities and

meet children from
Herons Dale School who
they are likely to meet in
their secondary
placement. They
thoroughly enjoyed their
time away and gained in
confidence and maturity
from the experience.
Recently our head boy
and head girls have
completed learning walks
with me – visiting each
class and telling me what
the children are learning
and what they liked in the
lessons. The thought they
gave this task was terrific
and they all expressed
themselves clearly and
confidently thought out.

Palatine Staff Retirees’ & Leavers
We are very sad to be saying good bye to several
staff at the end of term. Nikki Parsons and Sara
Messer are both retiring after many years teaching
at Palatine, we wish them both well in their
retirement. The photo was taken on Sports Day
just as Dolphin class threw foam pies at them !!
We are also losing Becs’ who is taking on the
challenge of cycling around …... And Seema is
going to a teaching post in Seville.
We are also saying good bye to some teaching
assistants, Tor and Sarah who is taking up a posts in
adult services, Debbie, Heather and Aimee P are
taking up posts in other schools and Nic B is taking
the opportunity to rest before the birth of her child.
We wish everyone of them every success in their
future ventures !!!

Sadly we said goodbye to
Amanda Curry, acting
assistant headteacher
and teacher in Zebras a
few weeks after Easter as
she took a promotion at
the Seadown Centre as
head of school; but
happily we welcome
back Nicky Bulger and
Frances Hodges from
maternity leave.
I do hope you enjoy the
articles in the newsletter
and we look forward to
seeing you at Sports day
later in the term.
Kindest regards
Catriona Goldsmith

Fox Class, Meg’s Veg

Fox Class have been learning about gardening
through our class story Meg's Veg.
We have enjoyed learning that plants grow from
seeds and need water and a hot sun to grow. We
have also learnt that it is important to weed to
plants while they are growing.
We have also enjoyed tasting the different
vegetables Meg and Mog grew in the story.

Transfer of Statements to Educational Health & Care
Plans
West Sussex County Council are transferring statements to EHCPs. As part of this first phase they have
changed the Transfer Plan for children in Reception and Year 2 and these children will not be having
their statement transferred this year. For more information please visit the West Sussex Local Offer
website. www.westsussex.local-offer.org

Football Tournament
We are enormously proud of our boys who proudly
represented the school in the local football tournament.
There were 4 schools present, each with 2 teams playing in a
round robin. After many fierce battles our tired and weary
warriors came 4th and 7th.
We are so proud of their achievements on the day. They
were the first to offer their hands to the other team regardless
of whether they won or lost. When they won by a large
margin they were gracious in victory and allowed some
consolation goals., when they were losing, they never gave
in.
Just wait till next year....

Page 2

Forest School @ Palatine
Nicky Hawkins has been working tirelessly in
obtaining her accreditation to make us a
Forest School. The ethos behind Forest
schools is one of a fundamental respect for
children and young people and for their
capacity to instigate, test and maintain
curiosity in the world around them and to
learn in a completely different environment.
Otters class have been very lucky this term in
being the guinea pigs for this exciting
addition to the way we teach our children at
Palatine and we look forward to rolling this
out across the rest of the school next year.
Otters class have built, created and
explored many exciting things within our
school grounds and the local woods.

Brighton Marathon - Friends of Palatine
A massive well done to Jonathan
and Matthew Holbrook who
completed the Brighton
Marathon in April.
Jonny and Matt’s Just Giving
Page raised a total of £686.82 for
the Friends of Palatine.
Thank you to everyone who
supported them.

Jon says:
“Many thanks to
everyone who donated,
Matt and I really
appreciate it.”

Pirates Under the Sea
In lower primary we have been
finding out about pirates and
under the sea.
We have had lots of exciting
visits out and we have enjoyed
dressing up and walking the
plank!
There have been fish and
prawns in the school for us to
investigate and we even got to
practice riding in a boat.
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Foxlease Residential
Our Year 6 children went on a residential trip to Foxlease in the New Forest in May. The children
took part in a range of adventurous activities; Zip Wire, Archery, Crate Challenge to name just a
few, as well as visiting Paultons Park and other activity centres around the New Forest.
The children had an amazing time and we would like to thank all the staff who accompanied the
children on the residential. Above are a few photos of our time at Foxlease.

