Writing
Writing Activities: for writing activities there are two levels of provision: explorers
and investigators. Please choose the activity that you think best suits your child’s
needs.
Explorers: Early Writing Skills
Making marks is an important stage of development before writing. Children can use a wide range of
utensils to make marks as well as textures.

Make your own natural paintbrushes and mark-making tools using items you
find in your garden or when out on a walk etc. Pupils can then use these to
explore different marks in sensory trays. Are the able to create any of the
pre-writing shapes?
Explorers: Pre-Writing Shapes
All children should be able to write the pre-writing shapes in order to start forming letters. They can
be encouraged to make these mark using different utensils and textures.

Explorers: Pencil Control Skills
An important skill required to develop writing is pencil control. There are lots of different activities
to help children practice their pencil control skills. The more they practice, the better they become.
(See ‘everyone’ activities at the bottom of this section for more information).

Writing
Investigators: Photos as Prompts
Take a photo of your garden or whilst out on a walk. Encourage pupils to talk about what they see and
rehearse what they would like to say before they write it. They may choose to write sentences or
explore adding labels around the picture to say what they see.
Investigators: List Writing
Create a list by writing on paper, typing on a keyboard or mark-making/writing on a tablet/iPad. Your
list could be:



Shopping List
Animals you might see: at the park, farm, zoo, in your garden/outside, under the sea etc.



Things that you see on a walk



What you can see from a window



Objects you see in a room

Investigators: Virtual Zoo Experience
Write about what you saw after watching a virtual zoo experience, or similar. More information about
these can be found in the ‘Technology’ section of this document.
Investigators: Noah’s Ark
After listening to or watching the online story of Noah’s Ark, encourage pupils to draw a picture of
Noah during the storm and then use a speech bubble to say how he is feeling, using a single word (e.g.
scared), simple phrase (e.g. Noah is or Noah feels…) or extended sentence (Noah feels… because…).
Everyone: Tracing, Stencils, Colouring etc.
Our writing curriculum also incorporates activities such as tracing over and copying straight line
patterns (pencil control), being able to draw simple lines and shapes: horizontal and vertical lines,
circle, square and triangle, drawing around stencils and shapes and colouring within bold lines as well
as letter formation. Lots of resources can be found online at www.twinkl.co.uk and some have been
provided with this document too.
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