
 

 

Circus 

Time 
Get children to put on their own circus performances at home, maybe others can join 

in too! Get children to have a think about what different performances they are going 

to do. 

Explorers- looking at now and next and beginning to make timetables for 

performances. 

Investigators- Learning the ordinal language of 1st 2nd 3rd to  

put the performers in order and make a programme of events.  

 

Positional Language 

Time to be a cheeky monkey! Have a go at playing hide and seek around the house, 

can the children use these words to say where they are hiding or where others are 

hiding. You could also hide a monkey/ other toy around the house to find! 

Explorers - I will explore and demonstrate an understanding of positional words, in, 

on and under to describe where something is.  

Investigators - I will use the positional words in front, behind, next to, to describe 

where something is. 

 

Games 
Explorer - I will explore taking part in simple games which show an awareness of 

numbers such as counting a number of spaces such as snakes and ladders or have a 

go at the circus board games below, you will just need a dice and some counters (you 

have make these out of anything you have and if you do not have a dice, make the 

spinner below! 

Investigator - I will be able to count the numbers on a dice and move forwards or 

backwards the correct number of spaces such as snakes and ladders or have a go at 

the circus board games below, you will just need a dice and some counters (you have 

make these out of anything you have and if you do not have a dice, make the spinner 

below!.  
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Creativity 
 

Measure –Weight 

When making cakes for your bake off, encourage children  

to start thinking about the weight of the ingredients! 

Explorer - Exploring heavy and light objects, getting children to hold ingredients in 

their hands to compare their weights. Adults to model language such as ‘heavy’ and 

‘light’.  

Investigator – Get children to feel the weighs of different ingredients and ordering 

them according to their weigh, using language such as ‘lightest’, ‘heavier’ and 

‘heaviest’. Encourage children to help to use kitchen scales to weigh out ingredients. 

 

Using numbers 

Explorer – Counting items. Get children to count as you add spoonfuls or different 

items such as eggs to the cakes or other recipes you make. This can also be done 

during dinner, counting how many potatoes you add to the pan, how many sausages 

there are etc.  

Investigator – Estimating – children can start having a ‘good guess’ at how many 

things they can see. Get them to have a quick look, for example, at the number of 

eggs in the egg box, close it and get the children to guess how many. Remember, they 

don’t have to get it right but they need to learn to make a sensible guess, if there are 

4 then it’s definitely not 100 or 1, but 5 would be a good estimate! 

 

Explorer - To be able to follow an instruction when baking “please give me one” or 

“please give me two.” This can be done at any point in the day, not just when baking! 

It could be giving the correct number of pens, socks, toys etc.! 

Investigator - I will match numerals 1 to 5 to a quantity, this could be to be able to 

make up a simple recipe. Numbers can be written on paper and shown to the children 

to request different amounts. Again this can be done in any activity during your day! 
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Talent show 
   

Money 

Set up you own play shop at home, you could sell food, toys or anything that you find 

in the house. You could also sell tickets if doing your own circus or talent show! 

Explorer - I will engage in role-play shop activities to show understanding of money in 

exchange for goods. Children do not need to know the value of the money at this 

point, but are working at understanding that you can exchange money for an item.  

Investigators - I will use 1p coins in role play with up to 3p. Empty out your purses 

and look out all your pennies. Label your items in your shop with amounts between 

1p and 3p, get children to choose what they want to purchase and swap the correct 

amount of pennies to buy it!  

 
Explorer - Children could engage in new number rhymes and songs, maybe this could 

be as part of a performance they do for you at home! The BBC website 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn 

has lots of number songs and rhymes for you to learn!!  

Investigators – Play games at home and outside in the garden where children can 

keep score such as football and scoring goals, throwing things into a bucket or seeing 

how many things you can balance on your head. Children can keep score in a range of 

way, perhaps they could write a line for each one and make a tally, maybe they could 

clip a clothes peg onto a piece of card to keep count and count them after or maybe 

move items such as conkers or pebbles from one bowl to another every time there is 

a score and count the total at the end! 

 
Time- timing each other’s world records 

Can you break your own record? How long can you stand on one leg, how fast can you 

go from the kitchen to the living room, how long can you hold something heavy? 

Explorer - Explore and show an interest in equipment to measure time, use the clocks 

in the house, timers and the stopwatch on your phone! 

Investigator - Begin to measure time in simple ways, e.g. using timers or  

stopwatches to record how quickly you can do different activities.  
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Start 

Finish 

Go forward  
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Back 1  

space 

Back to the 

start! 

Go to the  

next pink 

Go back 

2 

Short 

Cut! 

Short 

Cut! 

twinkl.com 

If you land on 

me, go back a 

space! 

twinkl.com 

If you land on 

me, go forward 

a space! 



Home learning ideas for Maths 
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