
Home learning ideas for Reading 
 

 
 

 

Circus 

 

Explorers 

 Explore photos of the circus and circus flashcards. Adults to model 

language of the circus by naming what is in each picture. Provide 

symbols and encourage pupils to match the symbols to the correct 

photos.  

 

If you have any circus related objects around the home, you could also use 

these and encourage pupils to match the photos and symbols to these as 

well.  

 

 Look at books related to the circus and encourage pupils to look for 

and point out pictures in response to the questions “where is the…?” 

“find me the…” and “point to the…”  

 

Circus Theme Books: 

- Circus Train  

- Circus Shapes  

- Spot goes to the Circus 

- Peppa’s Circus  

 

Investigators  

 Stick up topic related vocabulary around your house or garden and 

have children go on a hunt to find all of the words. They could use 

magnifying glasses, binoculars or a telescope to help them look for 

the words. Do pupils recognise or are they able to read any of the 

words?  

 

 Explore reading a range of environmental print – logos, newspaper 

articles about circus events, posters, leaflets, and comics etc. to find 

out more about what a circus is.  
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Home learning ideas for Reading 
 

 
 

 

Creativity 

 

Explorers  

 Explore appropriate book technology, e.g. holding a book the right 

way up, turning pages one at a time and waiting until all text is read 

before turning the page.  

 

 Encourage pupils to explore the symbols provided and discriminate 

between them to find out all the ingredients and tools that are 

needed to make cakes.  

 

Investigators  

 Learn about the features of non-fiction books:  

- How are these different from fiction books?  

- What do they tell us? 

- Can pupils recognise parts of non-fiction texts, e.g. contents page, 

index, glossary, captions on pictures etc.  

 

 Explore reading recipes when making cakes and follow the 

steps/instructions to complete the process  



Home learning ideas for Reading 
 

 
 

 

Talent Show 

 

Explorers 

 Pupils to use magnifying glasses to search a sensory tray for 

advertising logos for TV Programmes, movies, books etc. relating to 

this topic. Are pupils able to recognise what any of them are?  

 

 Have photos of people in your family or peers and adults from class 

(ask Class Teacher for these). Are pupils able to identify and name 

any of these people? Have symbols and name cards available for 

pupils to explore and see if they are able to match any to the photos.   

 

Investigators  

 Watch ‘The Talent Show’ by Jo Hodgkinson story on YouTube. Are 

pupils able to identify sets of rhyming words within the text?  Can 

they recreate any scenes in the story by making their own props and 

acting out? Can pupils retell this story in their own words – to a 

sibling or another adult etc. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1h-YJWj7os  

 Phonics Play – Rhyming Games  

 Reading new stories on Collins eBooks Online – Class Teachers have 

login details and can access this too if new stories are needed.  
   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1h-YJWj7os
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