
Explorers 
Starting out on our learning journeys and beginning to explore the world around me 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 I like it when… Sing me a song  Knock, Knock Tickets Please!  

 Exploring about what I like, what I 
don’t like, what my friends like and 
don’t like and what I like/ don’t like 
exploring different environments 
and sensory experiences 

Exploring different types of songs 
that I like and don’t like such as 
animal songs, transport songs, 
action songs, celebration songs, 
Christmas songs!  

Exploring traditional tales, houses 
and homes through rich language 
stories such as Goldilocks and the 
three bears as well as thinking 
about where we and others live 
and what’s inside our and their 
homes. 

Exploring how we get around 
through exploring our movement 
and vehicles we use to get around 
like cars, buses, trains, boats, planes! 

Year 2 Not a Box Over the Rainbow  Down in the Woods A day full of fun 

 Exploring boxes and different types 
of boxes, filled with things I like and 
don’t like to start and then 
exploring different types of boxes 
such as dressing up boxes, treasure 
boxes, celebration boxes and empty 
boxes. Children can explore boxes 
and what we can turn them into – 
what could they make? Use the 
story Not a Box to start as an initial 
stimulus.  

Moving on to explore rainbows and 
the colours of the rainbow, what 
else is that colour, what can we 
explore in all the colours of the 
rainbow, what happens when we 
mix them? What colours do I like/ 
dislike? How do different 
celebrations use different colours? 

Exploring the woodland 
environment through rich language 
stories such as We’re going on a 
bear hunt, the Gruffalo and rhymes 
such as the Teddy Bears Picnic as 
well as thinking about what the 
woods are like and what lives 
there. 

Children will explore things and 
places that we can do or go for fun 
like the Zoo, the Farm, the beach, 
the fair, the circus, the park. Children 
will be able to explore stories that 
relate to different places and take 
part in some visits to different places 
learning about to interact and what 
to expect if they might visit those 
places in their holidays.   

Year 3 I’m super because….   Let’s Celebrate Round and Round the Garden The Journey home  

 Exploring about what I like, what I 
don’t like, what my friends like and 
don’t like and what I like/ don’t like 
exploring different environments 
and sensory experiences 
 

Children to explore different 
celebrations and find out what 
happens at different celebrations in 
their own cultures and religions and 
others. Children will be able to 
explore other celebrations such as 
birthdays and think about how we 
celebrate our successes at 
celebration assembly. Children will 
share stories like Kippers Birthday 

Children will explore what things 
grow and what things live in the 
garden! They will be able to grow 
their own plants and vegetables 
and explore what they need to live 
as well as finding out about 
animals and bugs that live in the 
garden. Children will explore rich 
language stories like Oliver’s 
vegetables, Jaspers Beanstalk, 
Megs Veg, Isabella’s garden 

Using the story “The journey home 
from Grandpas” as an initial 
stimulus, children to explore ways of 
travelling and making journeys 
exploring the different transport and 
vehicle modes and what they are 
used for within the community. 
Children will explore how different 
transport helps us in the community. 



as a springboard to engaging in 
making their own celebration.  

Year 4 Senses  In all kinds of weather A Bugs Life Beside the Seaside 

 Exploring boxes and different types 
of boxes, filled with things I like and 
don’t like to start and then 
exploring different types of boxes 
such as dressing up boxes, treasure 
boxes, celebration boxes and empty 
boxes. Children can explore boxes 
and what we can turn them into – 
what could they make? Use the 
story Not a Box to start as an initial 
stimulus.  

Children will explore different 
weathers and seasons exploring 
what happens in different weathers, 
what clothes you might need, what 
it feels like and what the 
environment looks like in different 
seasons and weathers. Children will 
be able to explore about day and 
night and what happens at these 
times thinking about their routines 
as well as exploring how different 
celebrations use light and dark?  

Children will explore the world of 
minibeasts exploring their habitats, 
their similarities and differences, 
what they look like and need to 
live. They will explore rich language 
stories such as the hungry 
caterpillar, aaaargh spider, mad 
about minibeasts, bad tempered 
ladybird, the very busy spider. 

Children will explore where we live 
and be able to explore their seaside 
environment. They can explore what 
the seaside is like, what lives there, 
how to keep safe at the seaside and 
even some history of the seaside. 
Children may be able to explore 
beach school sessions.  
 

 

Investigators 
Finding out more about the world around me through investigation 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Fire and Ice  Once upon a time The Music Man 

 Children to find out about different cultures that 
are hot and cold (fire and ice), be immersed in 
imaginative experiences as they find out about 
different destinations. Allow and encourage 
children to explore different aspects of the 
different cultures and destinations and focus on 
the differences and similarities. It is an 
opposite’s topic, Children will find out about the 
opposites of hot/ cold environments. Stories to 
explore are Handa’s surprise, Wheels on the Tuk 
Tuk.  

Children will investigate muddled up and 
alternate versions of traditional tales and 
storytelling thinking about characters, plot, 
setting and using these to create their own 
stories. Children will find out comparatively what 
the real story might be and what the alternative 
story is. Children to investigate what constitutes 
a fairy tale and/ or traditional tale. What are the 
features of traditional and fairy tales? What are 
their favourite fairy tales and traditional tales? 
Can they write their own? 

To investigate rhyme, poetry and songs. Children 
to investigate musical texts like Tanka, Tanka 
skunk and investigate creating their own sounds 
and songs. Children will find out about rhymes in 
their own favourite songs – both children’s songs 
and pop songs. Children will work towards 
presenting a musical performance. Engage 
children in rhyme, song and music. Allow them 
to experience nonsense rhymes, children’s 
rhymes, alliterative rhymes and onomatopoeic 
rhymes. Children to also experience a range of 
musical rhythmic experiences and create their 
own musical rhymes. 

Year 2 Abracadabra   Wings, Claws and Whiskers We’ve got talent 



 A magical topic to include ‘Magic Me’ 
(Ourselves), ‘Magical experiments’, ‘Making 
Potions’, ‘Fairies’ and ‘Fantasy Characters’. 
Children will be able to investigate creating their 
own magic potions and spells, and investigate 
what happens when you mix different things 
together. Children will be able to find out about 
as well as create their own magical creatures. 

This topic enables pupils to be able to find out 
about and explore different types of animals and 
animals from different habitats and 
environments. Children to think about stories 
around animals such as Noah’s Ark and the 
musical story of the Carnival of the Animals. 
Children may create their own animal themed 
music and investigate animal noises and sounds. 

Children will explore what different talents they 
have through exploring the stimulus of a talent 
show. Children will investigate different types of 
talent shows and investigate their different skills 
such as physical skills from a range of creative 
arts like gymnastics, dance and performance as 
well as learning about how different people have 
different talents. They will explore this through 
talent shows (BGT, Bake off, strictly etc.), the 
Olympics and competitions that give examples of 
what people can do including at the circus and 
the fair using popular circus/ fair themes as a key 
stimulus.  

Year 3 Yum, Yum Turrets and Tiaras People who help us  

 This topic gives the children a chance to learn 
about food. They will find out why they need to 
eat food and what the best foods are, about 
artists that use food for their ideas, where their 
food comes from, how to plan, make and 
evaluate a healthy pizza, how food plays a role in 
celebrations and festivals and what healthy and 
nutritious food is, where it comes from and how 
it helps our bodies.   

Children in this topic find out about and research 
people who lives in castles and share stories 
about kings, queens, princes and princesses, 
knights and dragons. Children investigate local 
castles and find out who lived there as well as 
thinking about kings and queens of England. 
Children will investigate traditional tales about 
kings, queens, princes and princesses as well as 
rich language texts about dragons and castles.   
 

Children will investigate people who help us 
through their focus on different emergency 
services and key workers roles and that support 
the community. Children will be able to find out 
about and take part in their own investigations 
and solving mysteries linked to different people 
who help us. They will be able to investigate the 
different jobs and roles people take on in their 
own homes, in school and in their local 
community as well as supporting children to feel 
safe and understand things like going to visit 
medical specialists or have concerns about 
intruders or fire. The topic also provides key life 
skills for children (for example, knowing how to 
dial the emergency services, who to ask if they 
get lost, how to test smoke alarms, etc.). 

Year 4 Over Sea, Under Sea  Robots, Robots Everywhere Down at the Farm 

 Children get to investigate sailing across the big 
blue sea as a pirate and read stories about 
pirates and think about how to survive at sea. 
Children will investigate famous pirates and 
explorers who have travelled across the sea as 

Children in this topic are able to investigate 
Robots, what they are made of and their uses. 
Children will investigate Robots that have jobs in 
our community and imagine possibilities for 
creating a robot thinking about what it could do. 

Children will explore stories about farm animals 
and life at the farm investigating life cycles of 
animals and how to look after them and the 
roles of people at the farm. They will think about 
how things grow and how farmers grow crop and 



well as taking part in their own treasure hunt 
looking for treasure in and around the school 
environment. In the second half of term children 
will be able to explore going under the sea 
exploring marine life and all that lives there 
pretending to be scuba divers exploring the deep 
blue sea.  

Children will investigate toys and games from 
now and the past and ask the question whether 
Robots were around in the past? They will 
explore basic programming skills to make robots 
work and give instructions for Robots to be able 
to do they want them to do!  

stories about how things grow such as Jack and 
the beanstalk or the enormous turnip and try 
growing things for themselves. 

 

Engineers 
Building on my knowledge to develop my awareness of big concepts in the world around me.  

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Back to the Future  Adventures and Explorers  Superheroes 

 Children will go back in time with their time 
machines exploring and investigating history 
throughout the 20th century exploring how 
different historical events are ordered 
(chronology), what happened and what changes 
they affected in our world as we understand it 
today. Children will explore each of the decades 
investigating the similarities, differences and key 
features of these periods and will be able to 
recall some of the events that have happened. 
Children will be immersed in historical 
experience!  

Children to be able to explore different cultures 
and lands through exploring different biomes.  
Children will explore and find out about the 
biomes through in depth studies and explore the 
environments, habitats, wildlife and features of 
these biomes also investigating about ecological 
issues that are linked to different biomes and 
what humans can do to reduce their footprint on 
the wider world. I.e. considering ocean pollution, 
deforestation.  

Life in a graphic Novel…. Children to explore both 
established superheroes (DC comics/ Marvel), 
create their own superheroes, and find out 
about true life superheroes. What makes a 
superhero, what about a supervillain? What 
makes a superhero strong/ healthy? Focus on 
human body and healthy choices. The end aim, 
children to create their superhero comic strip. 
This can be presented anyway - In a film, radio 
show, comic strip, graphic novel or poem which 
can be presented at a red carpet event to be 
shared with parents.  

Year 2 Under Attack Where’s Wally  The Apprentice  

 Children will think about great battles in history 
and the how people lived at these times. 
Children will consider why people go to war, the 
impact of this and how these battles have ended. 
Time periods they could focus on could be WW1, 
WW2, Vikings, Normans and Saxons, The Roman 
Empire and the British resistance. Children will 
experience what it might be like to be a soldier, 
or to be a commoner in a country that is at war. 
Children will also think about countries that are 

Using the popular themed books, children to find 
out about where people live and the differences 
in people lives and cultures through using 
inferences of Where’s Wally. This topic gives the 
children a chance to learn about the differences 
and similarities between lives. They will find out 
about ways of life in different countries, how 
people, food and water are transported, what 
different countries are like, about the differences 
between rich and poor countries and about 

This topic gives the children a chance to learn to 
become successful entrepreneurs and be able to 
understand businesses. They will find out about 
the services and businesses in their local 
community, how people used to trade in the 
past, about their needs and wants, how they can 
make their own product and evaluate it and how 
they can use what they know about other 
countries to help their business. For some pupils 
this topic will be about exploring how to interact 



at war in the present day and the impact of this 
on the people that live there. Children will be 
able to think about things that make them cross 
and how to act appropriately when issues make 
us upset. We will consider how to help people 
who are less fortunate than ourselves as well as 
considering how we promote peace in our 
community. Children may be able to think about 
the value of the nation’s armed forces and what 
they do and how they help us.  

important people in the countries they are 
studying. Children will need to use their prior 
knowledge of destinations to guess where in the 
world he might be. Children will be able to write 
postcards, create their own adventures and 
‘Where’s Wally’ pictures.  
 

and engage out and about in the local 
community for example how to buy goods in a 
supermarket, how to order food in a café, where 
to buy new shoes, clothes etc. For most able 
pupils, learning can enable pupils to create their 
own business and think about the processes of 
how to make a profit and economics. This will 
also enable pupils to think about global 
enterprise and the questions associated with 
this.  

Year 3 Dig, Dig  Amazing Americas Tickets Please 

 This topic gives the children a chance to learn 
about history and the treasure that 
archaeologists find. They will find out how 
artefacts can help them find out about the past, 
how they can learn about the past from the 
people and buildings in their local area, what 
makes a piece of art a 'treasure', how to plan and 
make their own artefacts and how different 
cultures preserve and treasure different things. It 
will also enable pupils to think about pre-historic 
life forms (dinosaurs etc.) and consider how they 
adapted, what they were like, what they ate, and 
how their life forms adapted to their 
environments. Children will explore changes in 
Britain from the stone age to the iron age.  
  
 

In this topic about the Amazing Americas, 
children will first find out about the continents of 
North and South America, and the countries that 
form them. They will also look in more detail at 
some of the contrasting regions of the Americas, 
finding out about the landscape, climate and 
locations of each area. Children will be able to 
investigate and identify the similarities and 
differences between a region of the Americas 
and where they live. Children will also develop 
their map and atlas skills and practise reading 
and writing coordinates. They will learn about 
the ancient and new wonders of the world, 
specifically those of the Americas, and they will 
research a natural wonder of the Americas and 
create their own presentations to teach others 
what they learn. 

Children are invited to explore where their ticket 
may take them and think about what their ticket 
is for - How are they going to travel? Where 
might they need to buy a ticket? How much will 
their ticket be? Where will it take them? What is 
the most appropriate form of transport to help 
them get to where they want to go? This topic 
gives the children a chance to learn about 
transport and travel. They will find out how they 
travel to school, how to cross roads safely and 
how children around the world travel to school. 
For some children this topic will focus on to how 
to interact safely and appropriately when 
travelling on different modes of transport. For 
more able pupils, they will explore planning and 
undertaking their own journey using public 
transport and find a way of recording their 
journey. 

Year 4 To infinity and Beyond  It’s all Legendary At the Movies 

 This topic essentially enables pupils to 
investigate the universe including space, the 
different planets and where planet earth fits into 
the galaxy. Children will be able to explore what 
it would be like to live on a space station through 
thinking about the experiences of Tim Peake as 

This topic gives the children a chance to learn 
about myths, legends and fables. They will find 
out about myths and legends from different 
times in the past, about different stories from 
different countries and cultures, how people in 
the past represented stories and characters, 

A media and popular culture topic where pupils 
learning centres around investigating popular 
media and then creating their own moving 
picture for production. Children will have many 
opportunities for speaking and listening/ drama 
activities as well as understanding how to use 



well as giving children the chance to learn about 
Mars, living in space and the different planets in 
the solar system, about astronomy and how to 
make pinhole viewers to record the size of the 
sun and moon, and much more from each unit.  
  
 

about fairy tales and their lessons, about 
legendary and mythological characters from 
their home countries, about fables and their 
lessons and about songs and music that tell a 
story. This topic also has a historical aspect as 
children investigate ancient civilisations and their 
cultures, way of life and traditions. This could be 
finding out about the Greek city states or Athens 
and Sparta, or finding out about the Mayans, the 
Aztecs or the Ancient Shang dynasty. 

the technology associated with production of 
such an event. Pupils will be able to find out key 
people from popular culture in the present and 
the past and find out how modern cinema and 
TV has changed. Children will write, produce, 
direct and star in their own class movie 
production culminating in a performance to 
share with family and friends. 

 

 


