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Palatine News 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The Spring Term has sped 

by! I do hope you have 

enjoyed reading about 

the children’s progress 

through Palatine’s rich 

and engaging curriculum 

each Friday in my letters. 

Reflecting on what the children know that they 

didn’t know before, can do for themselves and 

can remember in their learning each week is such 

a lovely way to start the weekend! They have done 

incredibly well and made strides in their learning 

across their curriculum subjects, in their 

communication, in their sensory and physical skills 

and in their social, emotional and mental health. It 

has been particularly enjoyable, this term, to meet 

our year 6 parents at their children’s special 

celebratory PATH annual reviews, where we reflect 

on all their children have learnt since joining 

Palatine and plan forward for their futures.  Where 

possible and appropriate the children join us for 

these and it has been inspiring to listen to them 

contribute. We have also been pleased to do 

community learning more frequently again and the 

vast majority of classes have either made a trip into 

the local community to develop their social skills or 

have been able to make a topic related trip. In 

particular our Investigators classes went to Lewes 

Castle and the Engineers to Kew Gardens.  

Many of you will of course be aware that several of 

our classes have been disrupted by COVID 

impacting on staff absence levels this term. Whilst 

the message in the media has been that disruption 

from the pandemic is over and it is ‘business as 

usual’ this has not been the case in schools. This is 

because: 

 In the primary sector children have not been 

vaccinated. 

 COVID symptoms are very like other 

respiratory illnesses that children pick up, yet 

we have had to ask any child with those 

symptoms to isolate  

 Staff in special schools have had to 

undertake twice weekly testing until this week 

which means mild cases and asymptomatic 

cases are picked up often 

 The current variants of COVID are a lot more 

easy to spread 

This has meant we have had our most disrupted 

term since the start of the pandemic because we 

have had significant absence, often at very short 

notice which has made some classes impossible to 

open safely without instigating rotas. Occasionally 

almost every staff member in a class has tested 

positive alongside a small number of children (that 

are known about) and across the school about 400 

days of staff attendance have been lost to COVID 

since Christmas. We have done our very best to 

keep classes open and have been able to 

instigate rotas rather than closures in almost all 

cases but it is important to acknowledge this has 

been an extremely challenging term in this respect 

for all of our community. I take this opportunity to 

thank you for your ongoing support and kindness 

through this. I know it has been difficult for you as 

well as for the children and the staff and I really 

appreciate the overwhelmingly positive and 

supportive way in which you have helped and 

understood the practical limitations upon us. Thank 

you! We are really hoping that the summer term 

brings a greater level of consistency and normality 

to us all.  

 

 
Staff Leavers 

 

At the end of this term, we will be 

bidding a fond farewell to the following 

members of staff:  

 Kaz Carter, who will be retiring 

after many years of loyal service at 

the school  

 Pauline Scrase and Abby May who 

will be moving onto pastures new.  

 In May, we will also be saying 

goodbye to Nic Parsons, who is 

moving onto the Early Years Help 

Team.  



Palatine New Build  

The builders have undertaken a site familiarisation survey and have outlined the 

intended plans at this stage: 

 

The car park to the left of school will be out of use because this is where the 

site office will be housed.  

All contractors will park off site and have a separate pedestrian entrance to the site.  

Building site deliveries will not take place during arrival and departure times.  

The old condemned prefab to the left of school is likely to be removed at Easter. 

The building works are likely to start towards the end of May. 

From May onwards the building works will be fenced off with closed panel fencing. There 

will be viewing panels so the children can safely learn about what is happening. Until 

that date, the building site will remain behind the current Haras Building fencing.  

 

New Car Park layout and access: Important Information 

With the loss of all of the left hand parking and the space within that area our car 

park will become extremely congested. In order to manage this: 

 

 Accordingly, with effect from 25 April, ahead of the commencement of 

building in May, the orientation of the car park as it’s currently known, will 

change.  Attached is a copy of the plan.  Over the Easter holidays, clear road 

markings will go down to reflect the changes including the changed direction of 

traffic flow. The movement around the car park will be reversed. If you must access 

the school site follow all road markings and observe the speed restriction of 10 MPH.  

 Please park off site if you can. Please ensure you have the correct resources and 

support systems in place to safely walk your children to cars off site. Even if 

you have had a car parking permit to date consider parking and walking 

as cars will need to join the queue of buses in an out of school so this is 

likely to cause you delay. 

 Staff car parking will be limited and the bays will be marked 

yellow.  There will be a dedicated parking bay marked green that will be kept free at 

all times for emergency vehicles. 

 All parent, cars and school transport will be required to follow the route shown in red 

on the map.  

 Minibuses will park in groups immediately outside the school and on the slip way 

adjacent and all other minibuses/taxis must wait at the ‘STOP WAIT HERE’ mark, in a 

queue, until instructed by a member of school staff to move forward.  This will only 

happen once all children from ALL 5 buses/taxis have been dropped off.  Following 

drop-off, minibuses/taxis will follow the red route back along the driveway and exit 

school. 

 If you have a parking permit and it is unsafe for you to park off site and walk in you will 

follow the red route marked on the map and join the queue – you will not have 

preferential right of way over school transport.  You will be able to access the middle 

car park marked in black but space in this will be limited and there will be 

delays.  Once you have dropped off, parents will be instructed to exit the car park. Do 

not move your vehicle until you have been told it is safe to do so because the children 

will be alighting from their buses on the opposite side of the vehicles. When you move 

off taking care to look to the right for pupils/minibuses/taxis and then left to exit the 

driveway. 
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COVID 

As you will be aware we are in the next phase of the government’s plan for living with COVID. 

What measures will still be in place in school and what will be removed? 

Staff will no longer be completing twice weekly testing  

Staff have the option to wear masks in public spaces and will be advised to do so if they have mild 

respiratory symptoms and are well enough to work  

We will be continuing with our ongoing routine measures: 

Cleaning the school 3 x a day 

Teaching the children how to wash their hands and manage coughs and 

sneezes 

Keeping school well ventilated with plenty of fresh air  

“Catch it bin it, kill it” messaging and teaching will continue. 

 

What should I do if my child is poorly with respiratory symptoms? 

Children with mild, respiratory symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat or slight cough, who are 

otherwise well can come to school. 

If your child has symptoms of a respiratory infection such as COVID and is not feeling well (often 

children show this by being more cuddly, more lethargic, tearful or in displaying more challenging 

behaviour than usual) they should not come to school and stay at home. 

If your child has symptoms of a respiratory infection such as COVID and has a temperature they must 

not come to school and stay at home until they feel better and no longer have a temperature. 

If your child has diarrhoea or sickness they must not come to school for 2 days since their last episode. 

If your child tests positive for COVID they should stay at home and avoid contact with other people 

for 3 days after the day they took the test. After 3 days, if they feel well and do not have a high 

temperature, they can come back to school. 

 

Symptoms of COVID  (people with symptoms of a respiratory infection including COVID 19 –Gov.uk)  

 Continuous cough 

 High temperature, fever, chills 

 Loss of or change in your normal sense of taste or smell 

 Shortness of breath  

 Unexplained tiredness, lack of energy 

 Muscle aches or pains that are not due to exercise 

 Not wanting to eat or not feeling hungry 

 Headache that is unusual or longer lasting than usual 

 Sore throat, stuff or runny nose 

 Diarrhoea, feeling sick or being sick  

Please help us to minimise disruption by keeping your child at home when they are not well enough for 

school.  

 

Emergency planning  

As part of the government’s latest guidance we are updating out emergency planning. We are required 

to have contingency plans in place for public health incidents, severe weather, criminal activity and so 

forth. As part of this we need to plan for staff shortages. You will be very aware that for school to function 

safely we need enough adults to be in school and staff absence due to ill  health are unplanned and at 

quite short notice which makes things hard for you when we have to move to class rotas or closures. To 

help us to plan for this eventually we need to know what your job role is and your working pattern. This will 

enable us to plan rotas that take this into account which we can then share with you in advance to 

support your family contingency planning! We are hoping this will help us should staffing issues lead to 

rotas moving forward. Please complete the attached plan and return it to school.  

 

Once again, thank you for your support and positivity. I wish you all a happy holiday and look forward to 

seeing your children again in the summer term. 

 

Very best wishes 

Catriona 



 

World Book Day 2022 

We had a wonderful time dressing 

up as our favourite book characters 

and wearing our cosiest pyjamas 

for World Book Day.  We took part 

in lots of different activities, 

including a treasure hunt around 

school, making our own books and 

at-home book-themed challenges. 

Thank you to everyone who helped 

us to have such a fun day!  



Caterpillar Class Trip to Arundel   
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Caterpillar Class had a lovely walk 

around Arundel. We walked along the 

stream and enjoyed looking at the 

ducks and swans. We had a picnic and  

played on the apparatus in the park. As 

you can see from our big smiles, it was 

great fun exploring a new area with our 

friends.  

 

 

The Engineers hub went on an EPIC journey to Kew Gardens. It meant an 

early start and a very late finish. We were lucky to see lots of animals 

across the gardens and lots of different plants which we have been 

learning about in our topic 'The Americas'. The children walked over 10,000 

steps in their day and we hope they all slept really well, as the adults all 

did. 

Engineer Hub Trip to Kew Gardens 



Lewes Castle Trip  

This term Investigator Hub’s topic has been 'Turrets and 

Tiaras' and some pupils were able to go on a trip to 

Lewes Castle to learn more about this. Everyone was 

very excited about going on a coach for the first time 

in 2 years! Our trip included a tour of the castle remains 

and we climbed all the way to the top of one of the 

towers up some very steep, wooden steps. We got to 

take part in a sensory story with one of the tour guides 

and pupils got the opportunity to try on a helmet and 

some armour too. We also got to hold and touch some 

artefacts found in the castle grounds. Our final part of 

the tour took us into the museum where we learnt more 

about the history of the castle and Lewes town itself. 

There was a large-scale 3D model of the town which 

pupils enjoyed exploring, along with dressing-up 

clothes so we could pretend to be knights, princes and 

princesses. A very enjoyable time was had by everyone 

who went and the pupils haven't yet stopped talking 

about it!  

Speak out and Stay Safe  

Over the next few weeks we will look at the NSPCC ‘Speak Out and Stay Safe’ campaign.  This 

will include looking at children’s rights. 

Classes will be discussing lots of ways we can keep ourselves safe and looking at children’s rights.  

Here are some of the rights we will be covering:  



Tiger Class Park Trip 

Tiger Class had a wonderful time 

playing at the park. We were very 

pleased that the sun came out for 

our trip!  

Dragons at Palatine!  

Hedgehog Class  

Over the last two weeks, Hedgehog Class has been 

reading the story 'There's a Dragon in Your Book!". 

We have loved reading the story and following the 

instructions of the book. We also listened to a sensory 

story in which we engaged with a range of props, 

and even got to eat ice cream!  Last week, we were 

extremely shocked to see that a dragon had broken 

into the classroom, made a mess and left 3 

mysterious eggs. We used this unexpected 

experience to create a class word-bank full of 

adjectives to describe the dragon, thinking about 

what the dragon looked like, what colour he was, his 

texture and how he was feeling.  We wrote some 

amazing sentences using our adjectives and read 

them to Catriona to tell her all about what had 

happened! Catriona was really impressed with our 

writing!  

Penguin Class  

This half term Penguins have loved learning 

all about dragons, castles and knights. A 

dragon even came to our class! It made 

such a mess and left us lots of eggs to find. 

We then wrote sentences using colourful 

semantics about what cheeky things the 

dragon did. We also made papier-mâché  

castles, dragon collages and used, 2D 

shapes to create dragons. We did some 

amazing writing and enjoyed lots of 

exciting stories.  



Starfish Class Park Trips 

This half-term, Starfish class went on 

trips on the mini-bus on Tuesday 

mornings. We visited Highdown 

Garden and looked at all the pretty 

flowers and listened for the birds. We 

also visited Mewsbrooks park. We 

walked around the lake and played 

in the playground.  

Giraffe class have had a fantastic 

time this term learning about South 

America. 

We had a train ride to Bogota, 

Colombia; made Brazilian cheese 

bread; interviewed someone from 

Colombia and wrote amazing stories 

about the statue of Christ the 

Redeemer travelling around South 

Giraffe Class- South America  

Rainbow Fish Class Park Trip  

Rainbow Fish enjoyed learning in the 

community when they walked beautifully 

to Field Place Park. They had a picnic in 

the park and visited some local shops. 

Leon pressed the button and they waited 

for the green man to appear before they 

crossed.  



Dates for your Diary  

Inset Day: 8th April 2022 

Easter Holidays: 11th April to 22nd April 2022 

May Day: 2nd May 2022 

Parents’ Coffee Mornings: 4th May, 1st June and 6th July 2022 

Inset Day: 13th May 2022 

Half Term: 30th May to 3rd June 2022 

Year 6 Leavers’ Trip to Chessington World of Adventures: 8th 

June 2022 

End of Summer Term: 21st July 2022 

Queen’s Jubilee Celebration  

Where? At St Andrews Church, 

West Tarring.  

When? On Saturday 4th June 2022 

10am till 1pm. Please  bring any Art 

work to be displayed to St Andrews 

Church on Thursday 26th May 

between 3:15 and 4pm so that the 

Church is able to display it.  

Who? Children of all ages 2 to 18 

years old are invited to do a piece 

of Artwork about the Queen. 

What? It could be a portrait of the 

Queen, design a throne for the 

Queen, a brooch, a coat of arms, a 

plate or mug. It’s up to you. The 

Artwork will be displayed in church 

for all to see. 

Bee-Fit Club  

We have had a very successful term having bee-fit in to deliver an 

after school club to the children in Investigator hub! The children 

have enjoyed taking part in a range of activities and physical 

games, having lots of fun, trying new things and making new friends. 

We are very pleased to say that this will continue in the summer term  

for the children in Investigator Hub.  

Useful Information  

Dates for your Diary 


