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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It seems incredible that the 

school year is almost over 

and what a year it has been! 

Looking back, it has not been 

without its challenges; 

globally with the 

continuation of the 

pandemic (that impacted 

directly on school for many 

months), the war in Ukraine and cost of living crisis 

and the impact of much of this on the employment 

market. In the 10 years I have been headteacher 

at Palatine it has never been so hard to recruit and 

retain staff and this is true across the whole of the 

education sector and also within the health sector 

which impacts on the therapy teams that come 

into school. Within school itself the children have 

had to get used to school being full again when in 

Lockdown they got used to being in school with 

less pupils at a time.  They have also had to get 

used to the building site and changes to how the 

car park works. Within all of this I am so proud of 

them and in awe of what they have achieved. 

They have taken things in their stride and adapted 

so successfully and the progress they have made 

has been phenomenal across all areas of learning. 

The development of life skills such as children 

learning to feed themselves and learning to use the 

toilet are so important for the development of 

independence, as is the ability to walk and it has 

been great to see the progress children have 

made in this. For others the ability to walk in from 

the bus by themselves or to sit in a session and 

focus has a direct impact on their learning. Our 

new phonics programme, 'The Song of Sounds' has 

been so successful at helping with the 

development of literacy skills and our topic-based 

approach to learning is so motivating and inspiring 

for pupils; it is wonderful to see what they achieve 

across the curriculum because of that. Their 

emotional development, steps towards making 

friends and love of school bring moments of joy to 

us all every day! In the summer term I ask the 

children to tell me what they like and dislike and 

they invariably list learning across the whole 

curriculum including forest school, swimming and 

sporting tournaments but also multiplication, 

division, telling the time, counting, sunshine circles, 

reading, writing. They also tell me of very specific 

facts they have learnt such as about Mary Anning 

and what she did. They tell me they feel safe in 

school and that they love being with their friends. 

The highlights for me have been seeing how our 

youngest pupils and those with the most complex 

needs have settled into school and built strong 

relationships with their team and with other pupils 

and with our oldest pupils to see the excitement 

with which they tell me what they have learnt and 

can do. That a group of them could independently 

play a group game at playtime without needing 

an adult to help them organise it, explain the rules 

or make sure everyone followed the rules and was 

included is a powerful example of how much 

progress pupils make at Palatine. This of course is 

possible because we are a positive community 

where the children come first. The dedication, 

commitment and phenomenal hard work of the 

staff are incredible and they have continued to 

give their all to the children. I take this opportunity 

to publicly thank them for it. We have a great team 

here! Equally I would like to thank you all because 

we are a community and your support, good 

wishes and positivity are much appreciated. 

Despite the disruption of earlier in the year and the 

fact there has been less opportunity than prior to 

the pandemic to come in and share in learning, 

your support has been unwavering. It has been 

wonderful to hear in annual reviews of the progress 

you can see in your children too and to hear how 

much they love coming to school and you 

appreciate what we do. Thank you! 'Our children; 

the heart of everything' is a motto of which we can 

proud and which we all live by each and every 

day!  

 

I am looking forward to next year, hoping that we 

can have less disruption, excited to see the 

wonderful new building progress and knowing that 

if the challenging times continue, we will work 

together to provide the children with the best that 

we can as a community.  I am without doubt that 

they will continue to thrive, progress and inspire us! 

 

Have a wonderful 

summer everyone!   

Very best wishes 

 

Catriona 

 



 

Explorers Hub: Reptile Visit  

 

 

On Friday 1st July Seahorses, Seals, Rainbowfish and 

Starfish class had a visit from Tom's Talking Reptiles. The 

children were able to meet Mr Tickles the millipede, 

Harry the tortoise and Xena the boa constrictor along 

with some other creatures. This was a fantastic 

opportunity for all of the children, who were able to 

have some hands-on experience with these amazing 

creatures.  The children were very excited to see and 

touch the reptiles and were happy to follow the 

instructions of the trainer. 

All of the children were very brave and we had lots 

of smiles and vocalisations throughout. The children 

were braver than the adults! Everyone laughed when 

the gecko jumped onto Sarah!  
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Starfish have been looking at rubbish and learnt 

about recycling and upcycling by making a 

lantern with jam jars. We went litter picking in 

Lamb park before going to play to the 

playground. We explored different material 

during the week: cardboard, glass and tin.   

Starfish Class: Recycling  

SAPS– Sun Safety  

During Summer, SAPS says that it you need to be careful in the hot weather. Here are some 

useful ways of protecting yourself:  

Wear a 

hat to 

protect 

your 

face.  

Wear sunglasses to 

protect your eyes 

and sun cream to 

protect your skin.  

Drink 

plenty of 

water to 

stay 

hydrated.  

Spend time in the 

shade if you can,.  



Lion Class learned about where 

plants grow and which parts of the 

plant you can eat. We visited 

Roundstone Farm and picked fruit 

and vegetables. We also made fruit 

kebabs. We have also explored 

recycling and enjoyed sorting 

materials in our class recycling centre. 

We went to Ford Recycling centre 

and learned a lot about what 

happens to our recycling.  

Lion Class: The Environment  

Building Work  

Thank you so much for 

your continued support 

with the changes 

caused by the building 

work. We have been 

very impressed with 

how well the children 

have coped with these 

changes and are 

looking forward to 

making use of the new 

spaces in the future! 



Year 6 had a day out at 

Chessington in June. The 

sun shone and we had a 

fabulous time! 
 
We screamed on rides, 

splashed on flumes, drove 

bumper cars and ate ice 

cream! What a lovely 

day. Thanks to the Rotary 

Club for treating us and to 

the Friends charity for the 

refreshments! 

Year 6 Chessington Trip  



Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

Our first week back after half term saw us learn 

all about Queen Elizabeth II and her Platinum 

Jubilee. We planned and made picnics full of 

delicious food, held parties and celebrated with 

our friends.  

Penguin Class– Pizza Making 

Penguin made pizzas for an 

animal tea party! We chose 

what toppings we would like 

from a selection, grated the 

cheese, spread the tomato 

sauce, cut the tomatoes, 

ham and peppers and 

enjoyed gobbling up them up 

too! We were great at 

listening to and following 

instructions to make our own 

one for our chosen animal. 



Useful Information  

Dates for your Diary 

End of Summer Term: 21st July 2022 

Term Begins for Pupils: Monday 5th September 

2022.  

October Half Term: Monday 24th– Friday 28th 

October 2022. 

Your School Needs You!  

We are looking to recruit volunteers to 

assist with a range of activities in school. 

This could include supporting children 

on educational trips, gardening and 

helping with everyday learning. If you 

are interested, please email 

office@palatineschool.org. We look 

forward to hearing from you!   

Children’s Craft and Play Session 

at St Andrews Church 

Bring your mums, dads, grannies, 

granddads or any other carers you’re 

looking after to our warm and 

welcoming Summer Beach morning 

sessions. 

What?: Build models with Lego and 

bricks in the children’s area, design a 

beach hut or bucket, make a lolly pop 

on a stick, word search, colour in a 

beach ball, enjoy tea, coffee, hot 

chocolate, squash and biscuits or a 

cake, make friends and socialise; there 

is something for everyone! 

Where?: Parish Church of St Andrews, 

West Tarring, 41a Church Rd, Worthing 

BN13 1HQ 

When?: Tuesday 26th July or Tuesday 

9th August 2022 10:00am till 11:30am 

How much?: Just £3 for the session per 

family- this includes refreshments. 


