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Dear Parents and Carers, 

So much has been packed 

into this short half term! It has 

been lovely to have 

experienced a few more 

settled weeks that feel more 

normal than any other term 

in the last two years. The 

children have particularly 

enjoyed their topic learning. The transport and 

journey related content that have provided stimulus 

across the Explorers and Engineers hubs has really 

inspired them and captured their imagination. Our 

younger pupils have been progressing in their 

communication within play based learning 

activities, sensory stories and role play areas and 

many of our older pupils have been on exciting 

journeys most recently to London using a train, bus 

and boat. They have also been learning about 

really difficult concepts such as what it is to be a 

refugee and this has led to some amazing 

descriptive writing in the form of diary entries.  For 

our Investigators, the 'People Who Help Us' topic has 

been equally inspiring, with the opportunity to role-

play being members of the emergency services and 

to meet with police officers (not to mention 

their cars!) for example.  It has been wonderful to 

start learning in the community again more 

frequently as it allows the children to experience 

learning in a broader range of environments and 

put skills learnt in the classroom into a real world 

context. The children have also been telling us 

about what they have enjoyed this year and what 

they don’t enjoy. Our new ‘Song of Sounds’ phonics 

programme is proving to be very popular, as is SAPS 

our safeguarding puppet. It is wonderful to hear 

from them about how much they love school and 

how there is really very little that they dislike.  After 

half term we move onto our whole school topic for 

the final term which is ‘Go Green’ – watch out for a 

new Palatine song in the not too distant future. As 

part of this the children will be celebrating the 

Queen’s platinum jubilee in which her majesty will 

be setting them a challenge in the first week back!  

I do hope that you have a wonderful holiday.  

Very best wishes   

Catriona  

 

Car Park reminders  

Please remember:  

 The building works start in earnest over half term 

and there will be very little on site parking as the car 

park to the left of school as you enter will be part of 

the building compound.   

 The path behind the parent gate (on the left of 

the school as you enter) will not be in use. If your 

child is collected from that gate (Giraffes, Starfish, 

Rainbowfish, Dolphins, Wolves, Seals and Elephants 

classes) please arrive at your entry time. The arrival 

and departure times for these groups are set out 

below:  

 8:50/ 2:55: Giraffes, Wolves 

 8:55/ 2:50: Elephants, Dolphins 

 9:00/ 3:00: Seals, Rainbowfish 

 9:00/ 2:45: Starfish 

 A member of staff will come out to welcome 

your child into school. Please do not bring them up 

to the main entrance before they have been met in 

order to ensure the safety of all the children.   

 If you have a parking permit, please remember 

to park on the left of the car park in the designated 

bays.  



 

All aboard!  
This half term, many of our children have been learning about a variety of modes of transport. 

Here is a selection of some of Explorers’ favourite moments from this topic.  

As part of their topic learning, 

Rainbow Fish class went on a train 

ride to Worthing station where they 

got off and went to Morrison's cafe 

for their snack. Everyone enjoyed 

the trip on the train.   

Starfish Class: Vehicles and Colours  

This half term, Starfish class have been 

learning all about vehicles and colours, 

using the book ‘The Journey Home from 

Grandpa’s’ to support the children’s 

learning. The children explored a range of 

colours through sensory play. They looked 

at models of different vehicles and used 

food and playdough to create their own 

models, including a delicious-looking 

cucumber train! 

Rainbow Fish Class: Train Ride 



Seals Class: Visit to the Miniature Railway   
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Seals Class’ story for this term was also 

‘The Journey home from Grandpa’s’. To 

support their topic learning about 

different ways of travelling and 

transport, Seals visited the Miniature 

Railway at Field place. The children had 

the chance to look at the miniature 

train, explore the railway and go up and 

down the platforms. We took lots of 

pictures!  

 

Bumblebees Class: Sensory Play   

Bumblebees Class enjoyed scooping, mixing 

and moving a variety of edible materials using 

toy vehicles. This was a great opportunity for 

exploring different materials!   



People Who Keep Us Safe  
Investigator Hub have been learning all about People Who Keep Us Safe this half term. Here is a 

selection of some of their favourite moments from this topic.  

We have been learning about the role of different health professionals. We learnt about dentists 

and the children had a go at brushing their dolls’ teeth. They also bandaged each other up when 

learning about doctors. We had SAPS come to visit us as part of our learning about people who 

keep us safe in school. A very useful and important topic!  

We have learnt about teachers, doctors, dentists, firefighters, 

coastguards and police! The children have been really enjoying lots 

of exciting role-play activities, writing tasks and creativity-based 

learning. They even had a police officer come to the school where 

they got to try on police hats, helmets, clothes and ride in a police 

car!   

Police Officer Visit 

A Visit from SAPS  



In April, the children from 

Year 6 went to Avon Tyrrell 

for two nights and had an 

amazing time. They 

kayaked, went on pedalos 

and zoomed down the zip 

wire, amongst other things. 

We stopped off at Paultons 

Park on the way home - 

very tired, but very happy!  

Avon Tyrell Residential Trip  



Messages from Kaarina, 

Family Liaison Officer  

After School Club  

Palatine After School Club (PASC) 

launched on the 25th April. The 

club offers children the opportuni-

ty to play and socialise. It runs until 

4:30pm on Mondays, Wednes-

days and Thursdays. If you would 

like to find out more, please email 

PASC@palatineschool.org 

Support for Families  

As with previous half-terms and school holidays, West Sussex County Council will be using the award 

of the governments’ Household Support Fund to help support vulnerable households and individuals 

with essentials. Families with Free School Meal eligible children will once again be entitled to a 

voucher for each FSM child during the upcoming May half term break.  The value of the voucher for 

the one week half term break will be £15 per FSM eligible child. If you have not received the voucher 

via your child’s bag, please remember to check your email inbox! 

Community Hub – Support for all families available 

For children who are not FSM eligible but who’s families need urgent support, West Sussex have the 

Community Hub operating.  The Hub can help with food, fuel support, clothing, essentials and 

emergency supplies. Please click here for more information. 

The Community Hub can be contacted on 0330 222 7980 and is open 09:00 – 17:00 seven days a 

week. 

Brighton City Airport 

On Thursday 12th May, Giraffe class went to 

Brighton City Airport for a behind the scenes 

explore! We listened carefully as some helpers told 

us how to keep ourselves safe and then we got to 

go airside! We saw some planes inside the hangar 

and looked at the fire engines. We also went to 

the helicopter hangar and saw one take off! It 

was a fantastic day and the children made great 

choices, kept themselves safe and had a great 

time. Thanks to the staff at the airport for being so 

helpful! 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-and-information/advice-and-support/community-hub/


Half Term Activities at Amberley Museum  
 

28th-29th May, 1st-5th June 2022 (open Wednesdays to Sundays 

10am – 4.30pm) 

Join Amberley  for a week of Half Term fun! Follow their family trail 

or enjoy some family activities. 

On the weekdays, families can have a go at wildflower block 

printing, in celebration of the green abundance of mid-spring. 

Every day, visitors can ride on the train and bus – which is included 

at no extra cost. 

Polar Bear, their steam train, will be running on the 29th of May and 

the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of June. 

Tickets must be pre-booked online during half term. Visit their 

website here. 

Useful Information  

Dates for your Diary 

Half Term: 30th May to 3rd June 2022 

Year 6 Leavers’ Trip to Chessington 

World of Adventures: 8th June 2022  

Transition Day: 6th July 2022 

End of Summer Term: 21st July 2022 

General Reminders 

 Please do let the office know if 

you have changed any of your 

contact details. 

 Please remember to phone the 

Pupil Absence Line on 01903 835 

242 if your child is going to be 

absent from school on every day 

of their absence, ideally before 

8:50am.  

https://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/
https://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk/

