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Palatine News 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

What a quick first half 

term we have had! 

The children have 

settled back into 

school extremely well 

after the summer 

break and it 

continues to be an 

absolute privilege to work with them. 

They inspire us every day with their 

enthusiasm for school and willingness to 

learn. It is great to see how happy they 

are to be here! Pupils are engaging 

purposefully, moving around the school 

with greater independence and many 

have made progress in transitioning 

between different parts of the school 

which is an area of learning that pupils 

often find hard. They have had great fun 

whilst they learn, be that in 

communication, in learning to walk, in 

their phonics, maths, in engaging in role 

play areas, in sensory activities or in their 

creative learning. It is also fantastic to 

see them persevere with things they may 

find harder or be less keen on; showing 

willingness to eat a vegetable they don't 

like, sharing a toy or moving on from a 

favourite activity quicker than before.  I 

do hope you enjoy our weekly round-up 

of what they have been doing in the 

Friday mailing and the postings on our 

social media feed, where you can find 

information on particular successes in a 

week and see what classes have been 

up to in our Wow work Wednesdays!  Our 

Autumn term parents' evenings are on 

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd 

November and we hope to welcome as 

many of you as possible to these 

meetings as they provide an opportunity 

to discuss what the children are learning 

and their personalised learning goals for 

the year. 

 

Have a lovely half term everyone! 



 

EYFS: Settling In  

Our new reception children have enjoyed settling into 

school. They have been learning all about 'Our Senses' and 

have used their senses to explore different objects through 

touch, sight, sound, taste and smell. They enjoyed a sensory 

story of 'Brown bear, Brown bear, what can you smell?' 

where they explored mint, herbs, lavender, coffee and 

mango. The children were able to use symbols to create 

their own story map. The staff have been very impressed  

with how the children have settled into school and are 

looking forward to a great year ahead with them.  



 

Sealions have been busy settling down into their new class and 

making new friends. They have been learning about their 

senses through activities such as messy sensory and sensory 

stories.  

Sealions Class: Our Senses  



Crocodiles, Koalas, Owls and Sloths have had a 

very exciting half term back at school! It all 

started when Terry was woken in the night by 

the school alarm system and when they came 

to school, they noticed what looked like a 

crashed spaceship on the field! They also found 

slime on the walls, strange CCTV and got a 

video from Lauren! She told them that she had 

helped some aliens and they had taken her on 

a tour of the solar system! Engineer Hub are 

now learning all about space so that they can 

answer the questions that Lauren sends them!  

Engineer Hub: An Extra-Terrestrial Encounter  

Forest School  
We have had a wonderful start to the year at Forest 

school. The weather has mostly been kind and the 

pupils from Badgers, Geckos, Pelicans, Owls, Pandas, 

Hippos, Llamas, Crocodiles, Zebras, Peacocks, Sealions, 

as well as a few visitors from Polar Bears, have been 

exploring forest school and learning about the 

changing seasons. They have been learning to use tools 

and making lots of things with beautiful autumn leaves. 

They have been enjoying the sensory trays and puddles, 

playing with friends and making new ones, trying new 

foods cooked on the fire and cooking their own 

marshmallows. We have a new book nook in forest 

school and it has been a great place to hang out and 

chat, read books or just be quiet and listen to the birds. 

For lots of children who find being in a classroom 

environment difficult, forest school is a sanctuary where 

they can connect to nature and become more 

confident and resilient to life's challenges. 

Useful Information  

Dates for your Diary 

Spoofest Fancy Dress Party: Thursday 20th October 

Non-Uniform Day; Friday 21st October 

October Half Term: Monday 24th– Friday 28th October  

Parents’ Evenings: Tuesday 1st– Wednesday 2nd November  

School Photos: Friday 11th November 

Christmas Concerts at St Andrew’s Church: Monday 12th –Wednesday 14th 

December 

Christmas Holidays: Monday 19th December– Monday 2nd January  

Start of Term:  Tuesday 3rd January 



Change to School Dinner Prices 

Please be aware that, after half term, school dinners will go up to  £ 2.50 per day, or £ 12.50 per week. 

Tasters cost £ 2.50 for up to three in a week or £ 5 for  up to five in a week. We have moved to a 

cashless system and therefore ask that you make payments for school dinners via the MCAS app.  

 

Children in year three and upwards are required to pay for school dinners, unless they are entitled to 

free school meals. For details about free school meals or if you have any questions about school 

dinners, please contact the school office.  

Support for Families  

The Government has announced the continuation of the Household Support Fund, to provide support 

between 1 October 2022 and 31 March 2023.  West Sussex, like all local councils  has been allocated 

funding by central government to support residents in need across the county.  The fund is used to 

support households in the most need, particularly those who may not be eligible for the other support 

Government has recently made available.  The fund is intended to cover a wide range of low-income 

households in need.  Any households who believe they meet the criteria can apply.  More information 

can be found here 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE RECEIVING BENEFITS TO ACCESS HELP FROM THE LOCAL COUNCIL.  IF YOU DO 

RECEIVE BENEFITS, THEY WON’T BE AFFECTED IN MAKINGAN APPLICATION TO THE SCHEME.  More 

information can be found here. 

For children who are not FSM eligible but whose families need urgent support with food, for example, 

you are going to run out of food within the next two days, West Sussex continue to have 

the Community Hub operating.  They can be contacted between 9am and 5pm, seven days a week, 

including bank holidays on 0330 222 7980. 

  

To check that you are receiving all the benefits and support you are entitled to, visit the 

Government’s Help for Households website here you can find out about; 

·         Support with household costs including help with all or part of your rent 

·         Help with your bills e.g. help with paying your water bill 

·         Help with childcare costs 

·         How to support your income 

·         Help with transport costs 

·         Discounts and offers 

  

Safety & Wellbeing 

 West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service offer free pre-arranged Safe and Well visits. The visit includes 

advice on how to make your home safer and, where appropriate, fit smoke alarms or other 

specialist fire detection equipment free of charge. 

 Libraries are offering a warm welcome to all visitors. Libraries are open six days a week with free 

Wi-Fi and regular free activity programmes for both children and adults. 

 For adults struggling with their mental health, Every Mind Matters provides expert NHS advice and 

practical tips to help you look after your mental health and wellbeing. 

  If you need someone to talk to, you can chat to West Sussex Mind, call the Sussex Mental Health 

line free anytime on 0800 0309 500 or text ‘Sussex’ to 85258 for a free, confidential chat 

 For children and young people, Your Mind Matters web page offers information and advice to 

support with mental health and wellbeing. 

 Support is available to access for anyone who is a victim of domestic abuse. Information includes 

local support for abuse victims, signs of an abusive relationship and advice for friends and family. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/coronavirus-covid-19-information/advice-and-support/community-hub/#apply-for-support_tab
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/cost-of-living/
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/?utm_campaign=H4H_UK&utm_medium=Search&utm_source=Google&utm_content=Generic&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvbLa3-3k-gIVVIBQBh1DlAssEAAYASAAEgKs3_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/west-sussex-fire-and-rescue-service/home-fire-safety/safe-and-well-visit/
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/
https://www.westsussexmind.org/help_and_support/getting-help
https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/sussex-mental-healthline
https://www.sussexpartnership.nhs.uk/sussex-mental-healthline
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/your-mind-matters/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/domestic-abuse/

