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Dear Parents and 

Carers, 

 

The children have had 

an amazing first half of 

the spring term, despite 

the seemingly never-

ending rain. They are so 

excited by their topics, 

and it is wonderful to see 

them engaged and 

enjoying their learning. 

What has been lovely 

this half term is to see so 

many children 

increasing their 

independence and 

confidence within 

school. I have also 

enjoyed hearing them 

communicate in so 

many different ways and 

watching their 

interactions with one 

another, especially 

when they share, turn 

take and work together. 

We are seeing some 

beautiful friendships 

developing!  

 

Many have been 

focussed on building the 

essential foundational 

skills for learning, for 

example being more 

engaged or persistent. It 

is fantastic when we see 

these skills developing. A 

key part of enabling the 

children to develop 

more independence is 

to teach them about 

how to keep themselves 

safe. This forms an 

important part of our 

curriculum. Just before 

Christmas, we held a 

competition for children 

to design posters for our 

road safety campaign, 

and we are looking 

forward to seeing the 

winning designs on a 

poster outside school 

within the next few 

weeks. 

 

I take this opportunity to 

thank you for your 

ongoing support. 

Palatine is a caring, kind 

and supportive 

community, and we all 

work together to ensure 

the children learn, 

develop and get the 

best experience of 

school. Thank you for 

your part in that. 

 

I wish you all a happy 

half term and look 

forward to seeing you 

again on Monday 

23rd February! 

 

Very best wishes,  

 

Catriona 
 

 
 



Ladybird class have had a wonderful time in 

Forest School this term! 



 

Their highlight was making their own pizza … 



 
… and of course, eating it too!  



 



Ladybirds weren’t the only children loving Forest School 

this term!  

 

Our Forest School Leader Joseph says  

“What a brilliant first half of the Spring term we've had at 

Forest School!  

 

We’ve been busy learning about all kinds of woodland 

creatures, splitting logs, practicing our mark making, 

playing the musical saucepans, building a boat, and 

even weighing ourselves on a seesaw. There’s been plen-

ty of muddy puddle splashing, tasty snacks, silly songs 

and - marshmallows - of course! 

 

Last week, we had a lot of fun making and tasting our very 

own pizzas. What an adventure it’s been - roll on the next 

half term!” 





 

 



 



Owl class have really enjoyed exploring Apple Pies 

this term, as a part of their Amazing Americas topic! 

They tested different pastry to see which was their 

favourite. Then, they practised making these before 

baking the apple pies.  

Their favourite was short crust pastry! 



 

Class teacher Toni is 

very proud of her 

Pelicans!  

They have all had 

an amazing term - 

full of learning, 

growing, adapting, 

and (of course) 

playing!  



Oak Grove sports 

leaders came in to 

school to deliver a 

PE lesson.  

 

Everyone had a 

wonderful time 

and we look 

forward to them 

coming back 

to deliver some 

more lessons 

soon! 

They set up a range 

of boccia related 

stations for a group 

of children 

from Investigators. 



We competed in a key stage 2 Boccia tournament 

against local schools! 

 

There were 18 teams in total. All of our players showed 

great skill and determination in every game they played. 

One of our teams made it to the finals and every game 

was extremely close. They finished in third place which is 

an incredible achievement.  

 

 

Well done to all 

of them!  



 



This workshop is ideal for children who enjoy drawing and telling stories. We'll be making 

story booklets filled with wild tales and illustrations! 

 

Some of the numerous benefits of creative activities for children are developing social 

skills, empathy and supporting emotional wellbeing, building self-confidence and the 

ability to concentrate. And last but not least, it's really fun!  

 

For bookings please use the barcode or link in the flyer or visit the Montague Gallery's 

webpage: https://montaguegallery.co.uk/workshops/storybook-making-workshop-2 

https://montaguegallery.co.uk/workshops/storybook-making-workshop-2


The Mayor of Worthing is passionate about the arts and encouraging creativity in young people, 

and so she has decided to launch a Mayoral portrait competition. This is open to all primary 

school age children in Worthing and is in support of her Mayoral charities. 

Her aim is for children to produce a picture of the Mayor of Worthing. She is completely flexible 

about whether they choose to work from the featured photos or choose another source. She 

wishes to inspire creativity and support young artists in our community. It could be the perfect 

‘wet play’ activity!  

As a special thank you, the artists whose entries place first, second, and third will be invited to 

enjoy after school tea in the Mayor’s Parlour, accompanied by their parents or guardians, and 

receive their awards.  

Their work and that of other children will be on display in the town hall for several weeks for the 

public to enjoy. 

 



Recycle to Read Toys is a UK-

wide campaign that encourages 

families to recycle broken hard 

plastic toys at participating Tesco 

stores.  

The campaign is run 

by Wastebuster, in association 

with Tesco, Collins, and Products 

of Change, with the aim of pro-

moting sustainability and reading 

for pleasure.  

For more information and to find 

a recycling bin near you, visit the 

Recycle to Read website. 

https://www.wastebuster.co.uk/
https://recycletoread.org/


 







 Wrap-around Care Survey 

West Sussex County Council’s Early Years and Childcare team has launched a new survey to understand fami-

lies’ experiences of wraparound childcare. The survey is open to all families with primary school-aged children, 

whether they currently use wraparound childcare in West Sussex or not. It asks about what is working well, what 

could be improved, and how childcare outside of the school day can better meet the needs of local fami-

lies. The survey is anonymous, and your feedback will contribute to countywide planning and development.  

Please share your views and complete the survey here.   The deadline to complete the survey is 23:59 on Sunday 

22 February. 

 

Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme  

As part of the Best Start in Life initiative, the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme will continue to offer 

support to families during the Easter, Summer and Winter school holidays for the next three years. Eligible chil-

dren are able to access holiday activities and have a free meal. 

Bookings for the Easter holidays will open on Monday 2nd of March 2026.  

https://schools.westsussex.gov.uk/Newsletter/ExternalLink/344392?source=newsletter&guid=1C0CF10F-402E-4491-941E-DA251E428973


 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

Friday 13th February – INSET Day  

 

Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February – Half Term 

 

Tuesday 24th February – Parent’s Evening 

 

Wednesday 4th March – Parent’s Coffee Morning 

 

Monday 9th March – Parent’s Workshop (Healthy Eating, Sleep and Den-

tal Hygiene) 

 

Monday 23rd March to Thursday 26th March – Open Classrooms Week 

  

Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April – Easter Holidays 

 

 

To reserve a place at one of our Parent Workshops, please email Kaarina 

at kdougherty@palatineschool.org Places are limited and on a first come 

first served basis! 

Our Parent Focus Group, in collaboration with local councillors and resi-

dents, is working to make the roads around our school safer for everyone. 

A key goal of this campaign is to secure a pelican crossing on Palatine 

Road, along with a crossing patrol officer to support safety until the cross-

ing is installed. Please add your name below to show your support for 

these vital road safety improvements. If you completed the petition at Par-
ents evening or have added your name to this digital petition already, 

please do not complete again as we already have your signature. If 

you didn’t, please do so now! Thank you!  

Palatine Road Safety Improvements Petition  – Fill out form  

mailto:kdougherty@palatineschool.org
https://forms.office.com/e/BwA3nxMeup


 

Community Hub 

 

 

For children who are not FSM eligible but whose families need urgent support with food in West 

Sussex, support can be accessed through the Community Hub.  More details can be found 

here. 

 

For urgent support, for example, you are going to run out of food within a couple of days, 

please phone 033 022 27980. Lines are open between 9.00am and 5.00pm seven days a week, 

except bank holidays, when they are open between 10.00am and 2.00pm. 

 

From 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026, the UK Government is providing funding through the 

Household Support Fund.  They will use this funding to support low-income households with the 

rising cost of living, including energy, food and essential bills. 

The fund is intended to cover a wide range of low-income households in need including: 

families with children of all ages         pensioners 

unpaid carers            care leavers 

disabled people                      larger families 

single-person households 

those struggling with one-off financial shocks or unforeseen events 

 

This list is not exhaustive so to find out more or apply for support, visit https://

www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/community-hub/ 

If you have an urgent request for support, for example, you are going to run out of food within 

the next two days, please phone 0330 222 7980.  Lines are open between 9.00am and 5.00pm 

seven days a week, except bank holidays, when they are open between 10.00am and 

2.00pm. 

 

 

 
 

Local Offer West Sussex helps parent, carers, and their children aged 0-25 years 

who have special educational needs or disabilities find information and services. 

Please visit Local Offer - West Sussex County Council where you will find a lot of 

information, including a directory of services, groups, activities and SEND events. 

 

Wellbeing support for parent carers can be found at Wellbeing for parent carers - 

West Sussex County Council 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/household-support-fund/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/community-hub/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/community-hub/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/local-offer
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/local-offer/information/care-and-support/support-for-parent-carers/wellbeing-for-parent-carers/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/local-offer/information/care-and-support/support-for-parent-carers/wellbeing-for-parent-carers/

